
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 18, 2020 

 

Mairi Gougeon MSP 

Minister for Rural Affairs and Natural Environment  

The Scottish Government 

St. Andrew's House  

Regent Road  

Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

 

Dear Minister 

 

Following parliamentary approval last night of the Animals and Wildlife (Penalties, Protections 

and Powers) (Scotland) Bill, our organisations are impelled to write to you to express our deep 

concern and frustration over the handling of the amendment to the bill in relation to mountain 

hare control.  

 

The fact that this amendment was parachuted into the bill, bypassing proper scrutiny at 

committee stage, and was then supported by the Scottish Government is a sequence of events 

that has left our sector shocked and dismayed. 

 

Despite warnings and misgivings about misuse of process from you as Minister, your SNP 

colleague, Stewart Stevenson MSP, the Scottish Liberal Democrats and the Scottish 

Conservatives, government and Scottish National Party support meant the amendment 

passed - raising significantly the risk of flawed legislation on this matter. 

 

We believe that the parliamentary process has been deliberately misused to avoid scrutiny 

and considered debate.   

 

We supported the broad thrust of this new animal welfare bill, believing that penalties for 

wildlife crime and animal cruelty merited strengthening. We also contributed constructively to 

the Werritty review on grouse moor management. Although we are sceptical about some of 

the recommendations of that review, in relation to mountain hare control we believe the review 

group put forward a workable and sensible solution. We cannot fathom why the Scottish 

Government was not prepared to deal with this matter as part of its proposals in relation to the 

Werritty review – a decision that would surely have been more considered and legislatively 

sound. 

 

As you recognised, there has been a huge amount of research work undertaken, particularly 

by the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust and Scottish Natural Heritage to develop the 

highest standard of mountain hare monitoring, so that arguments about the status of the hare 

population can be put to rest. There has been an enthusiastic response from gamekeepers, 

land managers and landowners to embrace what they believed was necessary to meet 

Scottish Government objectives. Today, it feels that engagement has counted for very little or 

nothing at all. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/112958.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/112958.aspx


 

Our organisations are well-used to adopting regulatory or legislative change which we have 

disagreed with. However, on this occasion there is unprecedented frustration across the 

sector. 

 

Our memberships are wholeheartedly committed to doing what is best for rural Scotland. The 

conservation of wildlife and their habitats, as well the preservation of the rural environment 

are our paramount concerns. As we try to move forward from this low point, we earnestly hope 

that these beliefs have some value to those who govern us. 

 

Richard Cooke (ADMG) 

Alex Hogg (SGA) 

Sarah-Jane Laing (SLE) 

Colin Shedden (BASC) 

Alex Stoddart (SACS) 

Jamie Stewart (SCA) 

 

   


